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are subdivided into dosses. The classes of the Spermatophyta are
gymnosperms (seed plants without flowers in the popular sense)
and angiosperms (flowering plants). The monocotyledons and
dicotyledons are subclasses of the flowering plants. An order is a
large group which includes plants that have some prominent char-
acteristics in common and show a natural relationship to each
other. An order includes one or more related families. A family
is therefore a subdivision of an order and consists of a (group of
closely related genera, although a family may contain only a single
genus if this genus is distinct enough from all others to be put into
a separate family. Usually, however, there are a number of genera
hi each family. A genus is commonly a group of closely related
species, but may contain only a single species. A species represents
a single kind of plant, the individuals of which differ from each
other only in minor characters which are bridged over by inter-
mediate forms, and in*characters which arc due to age, sex, nu-
trition, individual peculiarity or accidents, or selective breeding
by man. The individuals of a species may be cross-poll inuted and
reproduce the same kind of plant.
Names. The species, genus, family, and order have each a sep-
arate name. In writing the name of a plant we use the generic und
the specific name. The generic name is written first and then the
specific name. The generic name always begins with & capital let-
ter. In a practice which has been very much used, a specific name
is always begun with a small letter. Most botanists, however,
prefer to begin the specific name with a capital letter if that name
is derived from the name of a person. When the specific name is
not derived from a proper noun, it always begins with a small let-
ter. As an example we may take the coconut, which belong to
the genus Cocos and has the specific name nucifera. Wo write
first the name Cocos and begin it with a capital C. Thin JH fol-
lowed by the name nutifera (meanihg "nut-bearing"), whinh is
begun with a small n. The name is therefore written Cvcm nudftnt.
As another example we may take the cultivated coteua. This plant
belongs to the genus Coteus and has the specific name blumet* la
accordance with a widely accepted usage the name has been written
Golem ttumei. The name blumei was given in honor of the Dutch
botanist Blume, Owing to the derivation of the nam$ most bota*